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sure how. I am not sure anybody under-
stands how. But we ought to all be
given the opportunity to think through
and evaluate what is in it, what it
means to our country, what it means
for the American people in general, and
what it means for income groups and
occupations, and so on.

The only way we can do that is to
have the time. So I urge the majority
leader, do not try to do that tomorrow.
Do not bring a bill up tomorrow that
has not yet been printed and ask the
Senate, under 20 hours of time, to
begin debating and trying to amend a
piece of legislation that has not yet
been printed. That is not fair to the
Senate and that is not a thoughtful
way to legislate.

Mr. REID. If the Senator would yield,
I think we have to make sure that peo-
ple understand this is not some stalling
game we are playing. This bill is fast
tracked. We have 20 hours to debate it.
The majority has a right to yield back
10 of those hours. So it could be done in
1 day.

But I do not think it is a radical pro-
posal when I say for the people I rep-
resent—the 2 million people I rep-
resent—I would sure like to read this
bill first, have my staff review this bill
first. I do not think that is asking too
much. That is all we are asking.

I think the majority is buying them-
selves a lot of trouble by trying to fast
track this. There is no reason to do
this. Let us look at the legislation. We
are going to offer amendments anyway.
We might as well offer amendments
that have some bearing on the bill we
have read rather than one we have
heard about reported in the press.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I yield
the floor.

f

PRAYERS FOR THE CAPITOL
POLICE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I was here
this morning when the Senate was
opened and the Chaplain gave a prayer.
The prayer was dedicated to the police
officers all over the country because
this week we honor these brave men
and women who have lost their lives in
the line of duty. We recognize them.
But the part of the prayer the Chaplain
gave that I thought was so moving was
directed to our Capitol Police force.

We take for granted these men and
women who stand at the doors and pa-
trol these large facilities. We take
them for granted because we don’t see
them often directing traffic or arrest-
ing people, even though they do that.
In fact, we know they are moments
away from danger or terror at all times
of the day.

That was recognized a few years ago
when two of our finest were gunned
down blocking an entrance to this
building saving the life of the majority
whip in the House of Representatives.

I appreciate the prayer of the Chap-
lain. These men and women do a re-
markable job for the country.

All around the world today there are
evil people who if they could figure a

way to do damage to these representa-
tive buildings of this great democracy
or to the people who work in them,
would do whatever evil they could. But
what keeps them from doing that is the
Capitol Police force. They are well
trained. We are now, in fact, working
towards developing our own academies
so these men and women can be trained
in this area and not have to travel hun-
dreds of miles away in Georgia to do
their training.

There is no better trained police
force any place in the world than the
Capitol Police. Whatever the danger,
whether it is a bomb threat, the need
to call in a SWAT Team, or protecting
the many dignitaries who come here,
they do it, and they do it very well—
without any fanfare and without seek-
ing any glory or aggrandizement of any
kind.

Again, I very much appreciate the
prayer of the Chaplain today. I hope we
will all join in recognizing the fine
work done by the men and women of
our Capitol Police force. Every day I
see them I recognize they are there to
protect me, my family, the people of
this country, and these beautiful build-
ings in which we have the privilege of
working.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY last month. The Local law
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety.

I would like to detail a heinous crime
that occurred October 29, 1999 in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana. A trio of men, while
allegedly committing a series of rob-
beries, broke into the apartment of two
men. Convinced that the men were gay,
the perpetrators forced the men to
strip, tied them together, and tortured
them with a hot iron. During the at-
tack that lasted more than 30 minutes,
both victims were burned repeatedly,
kicked, beaten with a small baseball
bat and other household items, and
taunted with homophobic remarks. One
of the victims was forced to drink a
mixture of bleach and urine. The rob-
bers also tried to burn the building
down on their way out but later
inexplicably returned, put out the fire,
and gave some water to the man they
made drink the bleach mixture. The
robbers walked away from the scene
after having stolen $6.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

IMPORTANCE OF THE SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I speak
today in strong support of the sense-of-
the Senate resolution introduced by
Chairman BOND and myself, recog-
nizing the important role played by the
Small Business Administration on be-
half of the United States small busi-
ness community. I am pleased to say
that nearly every Senator on the Small
Business Committee has cosponsored
this important Resolution. I would like
to thank Senators BURNS, LEVIN, BEN-
NETT, HARKIN, SNOWE, LIEBERMAN,
ENZI, WELLSTONE, CRAPO, CLELAND, EN-
SIGN, LANDRIEU, EDWARDS, and CANT-
WELL for showing their support for
America’s small businesses by cospon-
soring this Resolution.

Mr. President, small businesses keep
the U.S. economy moving. They are re-
sponsible for employing more than 52
percent of the private workforce; for
generating more than 51 percent of the
nation’s gross domestic product; and
are the principal source of new jobs.
They were also responsible for helping
to end the recession of the early 1990’s,
and with the right programs and assist-
ance, will be a major factor in sus-
taining our current economy.

To help them achieve success, small
businesses rely on a range of programs
administered and monitored by the
Small Business Administration (SBA),
such as the Small Business Innovation
Research Program (SBIR), the 7(a)
Guaranteed Loan Program, the 8(a)
Business Development Program, the
Small Business Development Center
and Women’s Business Center Pro-
grams, and the New Markets Venture
Capital Program. And these are just a
few of the many initiatives that con-
tinue to receive widespread support
from the Senate and House Committees
on Small Business, as well as the Con-
gress as a whole. Our resolution com-
mends the SBA for their activities, and
calls on the President to make every
effort to strengthen and expand assist-
ance to small business concerns
through Federal programs.

SBA programs are relied upon to help
restore economically depressed com-
munities, spur technological innova-
tion, provide access to capital, train
entrepreneurs, monitor the procure-
ment practices of Federal agencies, and
ensure small businesses are heard when
new regulations are being developed.
Unfortunately, the SBA has received
increasing responsibilities without the
necessary increase in resources to do
the job as effectively as possible.

To make the situation worse, the
Bush administration’s budget request
for fiscal year 2002 is woefully inad-
equate and goes in the wrong direction.
President Bush has consistently stated
that the economy is in a period of eco-
nomic decline, yet he has proposed lim-
iting the resources available to our
small businesses by cutting funding
and charging additional fees for pro-
grams that create businesses and jobs,
and help generate revenue for the
American people.
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